
   

FRI!-DAY, 31-JUL-26 

CLICK *HERE* FOR A QUICK MARKET RECAP HYPERLINK 

TOP HEADLINES FROM TODAY:           

WORLD & MARKET HEADLINES: 

• S&P 500 closes higher Friday as Amazon surges; Dow posts fourth straight winning month 

o DOW JONES UNOFFICIALLY CLOSES UP 343.91 POINTS, OR 0.66%, AT 52,551.97 

▪ The Dow Jones just closed the month of July higher, its 4th Green month in a 

row 

o S&P 500 UNOFFICIALLY CLOSES UP 62.11 POINTS, OR 0.84 PERCENT, AT 7,499.74 

o NASDAQ UNOFFICIALLY CLOSES UP 299.66 POINTS, OR 1.19 PERCENT, AT 25,421.84 

• Elon Musk has said that in 2036, money won't matter. 

o He said artificial intelligence and humanoid robots will create a post-scarcity society, 

producing more goods and services than humanity can consume and making traditional 

currency obsolete 

• Fed Dissenters Say Rate Hikes Needed to Tame Stubborn Inflation - BBG 

• Travel to US from Canada has increased for first time in 15 months, per CTV 

• One in three American men are now outside the workforce, with male labor force participation 

falling to nearly a 20-year low, per WaPo 

• US Treasury informs banks it may intervene in the Japanese yen market. 

https://www.cnbc.com/2026/07/30/stock-market-today-live-updates.html


• "A backlash against Anthropic is brewing in Silicon Valley, rooted in concerns about the 

company’s product launches that compete with existing software providers and its advocacy for 

a closed AI ecosystem," per WSJ 

• "European countries decided that they would boycott all FIFA tournaments, including the World 

Cup, following a proposal to sell off commercial rights to private investors," per WSJ 

GLOBAL POLITICS TODAY: 

• TRUMP: SAYS THERE'S NO INFORMATION ICC IS AFTER ME 

GLOBAL CONFLICT; 

• TRUMP: US IS HITTING IRAN HARD, 'WE JUST KEEP WINNING 

o TRUMP SAYS IRAN WAR IS “GOING WELL’: FOX 

• NEGOTIATIONS OVER THE STRAIT OF HORMUZ WITH MUSCAT HAVE NOT STOPPED, AND ANY 

AGREEMENT ON THE STRAIT COULD SERVE AS AN ENTRY POINT FOR LIFTING THE NAVAL 

BLOCKADE AND OIL SANCTIONS - AL JAZEERA REPORTER 

• TRUMP ANNOUNCES HISTORIC AGREEMENT FOR THE COMPLETE DISARMAMENT OF HAMAS 

AND ALL OTHER ARMED GROUPS IN GAZA. 

• AGREEMENT WILL BE IMPLEMENTED IN CAREFULLY STRUCTURED PHASES. 

• TRUMP SAYS THE DEAL IS A MAJOR STEP TOWARD ESTABLISHING A NEW PALESTINIAN 

GOVERNMENT IN GAZA. 

• ISRAELI FORCES WILL WITHDRAW AS THE DISARMAMENT PROCESS IS COMPLETED. 

• AN INTERNATIONAL STABILIZATION FORCE, ALONG WITH A NEW PALESTINIAN POLICE FORCE, 

WILL ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR SECURITY IN GAZA. 

• THE AGREEMENT SIGNALS A SHIFT FROM MILITARY OPERATIONS TO A PHASED POLITICAL AND 

SECURITY TRANSITION. 

• TRUMP WARNS ISRAEL ON GAZA DEAL 

o A U.S. official said President Donald Trump would be "very disappointed" if Israel fails to 

honor the agreed 20-point Gaza peace plan. 

o The U.S. expects Israel to comply, while Hamas' disarmament is expected to be refined 

over the coming weeks, with progress anticipated within one to two months despite 

opposition from members of Israel's governing coalition. 

 

KEY HEADLINES WE *REALLY* CARE ABOUT        

• Cocaine Valued At Roughly $20 Million Seized From Truck At US Border (All $34 worth will be 
turned in for evidence).  

• 85% of finance workers admit to faking productivity at work, per NYP (The other 15% are their 
faking bosses). 

• Elon Musk’s social media company X, has launched its own bank account-like product where 

users can send money to one another, per AP (I mean….Are we TRYING to help the BAD 
GUYS..I mean, @MrMiamiBadGuy). 



• PRESIDENT'S ALLIES WORRIED TRUMP WON'T TAP MAGA INC. CASH PILE (Is there a pile of 
cash ANY politician HASN’T touched?) 

Flash-fried Friday 

When you realize giving 110% gets you the same 
paycheck as Chad who “forgets” how to do his job 

 

Global household wealth totaled a record $570 trillion 

in 2025, up $40 trillion from 2024 



 

Incredible: Amazon's AWS revenue over the last 12 

months ($148 billion) was higher than the revenue of 

474 companies in the S&P 500. 



 

When you’re forced to hang out on a Friday after work 



 

Amazon operating margin by segment;  Zerohedge 



 

More than 7 Million American 🇺🇸 newborns have 

already signed up for the $1,000 Invest America (Trump) 

Accounts 



 

Me, when I’m out to dinner and judging everyone’s outfits 
when all I do is wear black… 



 

EU unemployment rate in June 2026: Source: Eurostat 



 

The world's 25 largest lakes side by side. 

 



FYI 
Top Board Games; THEN and NOW 

 

When it’s Friday and you just are DONE 



 
 

MARKET CLOSES:            

DOW JONES UNOFFICIALLY CLOSES UP 343.91 POINTS, OR 0.66%, AT 52,551.97 

S&P 500 UNOFFICIALLY CLOSES UP 62.11 POINTS, OR 0.84 PERCENT, AT 7,499.74 

NASDAQ UNOFFICIALLY CLOSES UP 299.66 POINTS, OR 1.19 PERCENT, AT 25,421.84 

 



      European Market Close Snapshot 

  FTSE 100 ($GB100) 🇬🇧 

    10,954 (+0.52%) 

 

  DAX ($DE40) 🇩🇪 

    25,654 (+0.16%) 

 

  CAC 40 ($FR40) 🇫🇷 

    8,526 (+0.48%) 

 

  FTSE MIB ($IT40) 🇮🇹 

    52,174 (+0.13%) 

 

  IBEX 35 ($ES35) 🇪🇸 

    19,771 (+0.06%) 

 

  MOEX Russia ($MOEX) 🇷🇺 

    2,223 (+0.60%) 

ECONOMIC FIGURES:           

UNIVERSITY MICHIGAN SENTIMENT FINAL ACTUAL 55.2 (FORECAST 54, PREVIOUS 54.4) 

UNIVERSITY MICHIGAN EXPECTATIONS FINAL ACTUAL 55.4 (FORECAST 53.5, PREVIOUS 54.0)  

UNIVERSITY MICHIGAN 5 YR INFLATION FINAL ACTUAL 3.3% (FORECAST 3.3%, PREVIOUS 3.3%) 

UNIVERSITY MICHIGAN 1 YR INFLATION FINAL ACTUAL 4.2% (FORECAST 4.3%, PREVIOUS 4.2%)  

UNIVERSITY MICHIGAN CONDITIONS FINAL ACTUAL 54.8 (FORECAST 54.6, PREVIOUS 54.9) 

 

US Employment Cost Index Q2: 0.9% (est 0.8%; prev 0.9%) 

  

US JULY MNI CHICAGO BUSINESS INDEX REACHED 57.6, ABOVE ESTIMATE OF 56.0. 



COMPANY NEWS:            

EARNINGS 

ABBVIE $ABBV EARNINGS ARE OUT!   EPS: $3.65 | Est. $3.61   REV: $16.99B | Est. $16.76B 
IMPLIED MOVE TODAY: ±4.44% 

 

EXXONMOBIL $XOM EARNINGS ARE OUT!   EPS: $3.48 | Est. $3.63   REV: $116.02B | Est. 
$97.66B IMPLIED MOVE TODAY: ±3.85% 

 

MODERNA $MRNA EARNINGS ARE OUT!   EPS: -$1.97 | Est. -$2.04   REV: $145M | Est. $103.9M 
IMPLIED MOVE TODAY: ±10.82% 

UPGRADES, DOWNGRADES, & COVERAGE 



 

ODDS & ENDS 

BLACKSTONE PRIVATE CREDIT FUND SAYS Q2 PAYMENT-IN-KIND INCOME REMAINED MODEST AT 5.6% 

OF TOTAL INVESTMENT INCOME 

NXP in talks to buy $3.3bn designer of camera chips for self-driving cars FT 

FORTESCUE SAYS IT IS CONTINUING TO ENGAGE WITH CHINA MINERAL RESOURCES GROUP. 

Italian AC Milan Soccer Star Franco Baresi Dead at 66 



"European countries decided that they would boycott all FIFA tournaments, including the World Cup, 

following a proposal to sell off commercial rights to private investors," per WSJ 

 

CURRENCY & COMMODITY:           

US Treasury informs banks it may intervene in the Japanese yen market. 

 

US Treasury informs banks it may intervene in the Japanese yen market. 

 

U.S. CRUDE OIL FUTURES SETTLE AT $84.67/BBL, UP $1.08, 1.29 PCT 

 

NYMEX Diesel August futures settle at $4.1215 a gallon. 

NYMEX Natural Gas September futures settle at $2.7470/MMBtu. 

NYMEX Gasoline August futures settle at $3.2216 a gallon. 

 

CENTRAL BANK, FEDERAL RESERVE, LENDING & STIMULUS:     
KASHKARI BACKED A RATE HIKE 

Minneapolis Fed President Neel Kashkari said he dissented at the latest FOMC meeting because he 

preferred a 25 bp rate hike. 

Kashkari said repeated supply shocks and rising AI data center investment risk making inflation more 

persistent. He favors gradual rate increases to prevent entrenched inflation while preserving flexibility 

to pause if price pressures ease. 

FED'S KASHKARI: IF INFLATION REMAINS ELEVATED, A POTENTIAL SERIES OF SMALL POLICY 
MOVES WOULD BE BETTER THAN WAITING AND CONCLUDING THAT BOLDER ACTIONS WERE 
NECESSARY. 
FED'S KASHKARI: TO MANAGE AGAINST THE RISK OF INFLATION BECOMING ENTRENCHED, 
WOULD PREFER TO TIGHTEN POLICY INCREMENTALLY. 
 
*CLEVELAND FED PRESIDENT BETH HAMMACK COMMENTS IN STATEMENT 

*HAMMACK: CURRENT POLICY STANCE ISN'T APPROPRIATELY RESTRICTIVE 

*HAMMACK: SEE INFLATION PRESSURES BEYOND SUPPLY-SIDE FACTORS 

*FED'S HAMMACK: NOT CONFIDENT INFLATION WILL HIT 2% ON ITS OWN 

*HAMMACK: INFLATION IS MORE PRESSING PROBLEM THAN LABOR MARKET 



*HAMMACK: LONGER INFLATION STAYS HIGH, MORE COSTLY TO LOWER IT 

*HAMMACK: NOW IS TIME FOR FOMC TO ACT TO SPEED INFLATION TO 2% 

GLOBAL:             

Canada GDP (M/M) May: 0.3% (est 0.2%; prev 0.5%; prev R 0.6%) - GDP (Y/Y): 1.7% (est 1.4%; prev 1.1%) 

 

Chad formally announces its withdrawal from the International Criminal Court. 

 

China July official manufacturing PMI at 49.2 versus 50.3 in June; Poll forecast 50.0 

 

 

ON THIS DAY IN HISTORY:          

What Happened on July 31? 

1998 – The British government bans landmines 

The move came after the public pressurized the parliament to pass the Landmines Act. 

1992 – Thai Airways International Flight 311 crashes while approaching Tribhuvan International Airport 

in Kathmandu, Nepal. 

1991 – US and USSR sign Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty 

1981 – First female president of the US National Bar Association is appointed 

1917 – Third Battle of Ypres begins 

BIRTHS & DEATHS:           

Births on July 31 

1965 – J. K. Rowling 

English author 

1962 – Wesley Snipes 

1919 – Primo Levi 

1912 – Milton Friedman 

1884 – Carl Friedrich Goerdeler 

Deaths on July 31 



2012 – Gore Vidal 

American author, screenwriter, actor 

1980 – Mohammed Rafi 

1964 – Jim Reeves 

1944 – Antoine de Saint-Exupéry 

1875 – Andrew Johnson 

 

FOR THE DAY 

 

FOR THE MONTH 



 



  



 



 



 


